2 . N L , 
Z - 


 & my . * 
„ „ 5 


| 3 WHICH MET 
* 1 _ » : 4 = » * 
M th f May M CL FE 
NMC | 7 D C LXXII. 
2 ; "2 > K * bn 4 : - 
1 2 PR 5 . - * NR ha 4 
ad ©-B . * 0 — 
. - - 
TOOL - 3 
2 3 5 £8, 75 1 
4 * N A - e , g 8 4 x 6 8 , f * 4 * 
5 pips Ind 22 F : 7 1 : « | 
. E TT ER to a FRIEND. 5 
94 


* 


3 ONSTITUTION, have no Reaſon to be diſpirited by the A 
" hes Proceedings of that Aſſembly, but on the Contrary, have = 
t Encouragement to continue their Diligence and to 


ji redouble their Efforts for its Preſervation and Support. F. : 
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FT HAVE received your ma vexemably Liens 
I wherein you tell me that ſome of the friends 
of religion and liberty, are not a little diſ- 
couraged with the majority that appeared in laſt 
Aſſembly, for continuing thoſe deſtructive mea - 
ſures which have been ſo long complained of in 
this church, that they begin to think it vain to 
continue the ſtruggle any longer, and that no- 
* thing is left to us but to deplore our una; 
ſtuation, and to pray to the Great Head of the 
2 to ariſe and picad the cauſe that is his own. 


Fax glad however, to eb; that you my. 
Friend, are not among thoſe puſilanimous people, 
that you have ſo ſtrongly imbibed the maxim of 
that celebrated Roman, Quintus Fabius: and 
even doubt if the procedure of laſt Afſembly has 
furniſhed ſufficient grounds for the complaints you 
have heard, As you have been pleafed to lay your 
commands on me, to give you a ſhort and im- 
artial account of the moſt material tranſactions 
of that Aſſembly, . with a view to the in- 


formation of thoſe who have been diſpirited 
the reports that have gone abroad concerning it; 
I cannot but approve of ſo laudable a motive, and 


ſhould have reaſon to condemn myſelf if I did not 


** 


contribute all my power to the ſatisfaction of thoſe 


I have ſo great a regard for: without objecting 
my . for the taſk or deſiring you to lay it 
on others, I ſhall endeavour to comply with your 
requeſt, whereby I ſhall at leaſt have the pleaſure 
to ſhew you how ready I am at all times to obey 
your commands. 1 


Tux laſt Aſſembly opened with a new and re- 
fined ſtroke of policy; the leaders of that faction 
which have ſo long triumphed in our General 
Aſſemblies, - call it the Court Party, or what you 
will, had obſerved with no ſmall concern that the 
oppoſition to their meaſures was year after year, 
gaining ground, and that there was reaſon to fear 


a total overthrow of their influence, unleſsſome 


new and bold efforts were made to preſerve it : 
with this view they turned their attention to the 
Royal Boroughs, which by the conſtitution of 
our church have a right to be repreſented in our 
General Aſſemblies, they well knew that many -of 
the ſmailer Burghs had ſeldom any repreſentatives 
in the Aſſembly and for a very, good reaſon, be- 
"cauſe their funds could not well ſupport a mem- 
ber during the ſitting of the Aſſembly, and they 
had few men among themſelves who could defray 
their own expences, the plan therefore was to 
make application to thoſe ſmall burghs, the affairs 
of which are generally conducted by court influ- 
ence, and ſuch influence they have always at com- 


mand, the only difficulty was to find proper per- 
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fons in and about Edinburgh to repreſent theſs 


burghs. It therefore became neceſſary to have 
new elders CREATED on purpoſe to ſerve this 

Jobb, miniſters in the country, friendly to their 
views, were applied to, to ordain ſuch and ſuch 


_ perſons elders in their ſeſſions, though they had no 
' Intereſt or reſidence in the pariſhes where they 


were ſo ordained: this ſcheme was put in prac> 
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tice, to the great ſcandal and reproach of ſuch kirk | 


. ſeſſions as thereby became the dupes of tliis party, 


it is affirmed, and I do believe on good grounds, 
that fourteen or fifteen ſuch elders have been 


ſecretly this infamous traffic was Carrie on, & | 


came to per commiſſions 
were lad t before the reſpective preſbyteries, to be 
atteſted. Some of them heſitated, others refuſed 
to atteſt the commiſſions of gentlemen who were 
entire ſtrangers , to them and of whoſe qualifica- 


tions to be metfibers of Aſſembly they were totally 


ground chiefly, becauſe the Commiſſioner had been 
_ ordained an elder in a pariſh where he had never 
reſided, and whoſe ordination was on that account 
thought to be illegal and invalid : theſe machina- 
tions when they came to be known, gave juſt oc- 


caſion of ſcandal and offence in many parts of the 
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country, inſomuch that four ſynods and three 
preſbyteries ſent overtures to the aſſembly com- 

plaining of this unwarrantable practice and en- 
treating them to put an effectual ſtop to it. 


on the proceedings of the Aſſembly 1772, to ac- 
quaint you, with this piece of hiſtory, that you 
may ſee the wretched ſhifts our opponents are now 
put to, to preſerve their majority and influence 
in this court, and be able to judge whether a 
party can long ſubſiſt that muſt have recourſe ta 
ſuch methods as theſe. En; atis 


Wrezn the commiſſions of the ſeveral members 
were laid according to cuſtom before the clerks, 
whoſe province it is to make up the roll of Aſ- 
ſembly. It was obvious that eight or ten of the- 
borough commiſſions wanted the preſbyteries at- 
teſtations, and therefore the commiſſioners ought 
not in juſtice to have been enrolled till the Aſſem 
bly had given judgment on the reaſons of the 
preſbyteries refuſal. But our clerks were pleaſed 
to make a rule to themſelves, and enrolled them 
all upon the frivolous pretence that they had ob- 
ſerved there were proteſtations entered againſt the 
preſbyteries refuſal. But who gave them a power 
to judge and condemn in the firſt inſtance, the 
conduct of any preſbytery, and to admit perſons 
to vote in the choice of a Moderator; this is the 
neceſſary effect of their inrollment who in the 
judgment of ſuch preſbytery want the neceſſary 
qualifications, 1 5 


Tus conduct of the clerks indeed occaſioned 


ſome debate but as the Aſſembly is not rr es 


— 


Ir was neceſſary, my Friend, when entering 


to WY: conſtituent till the new na is deko 
according to this idea, there was not yet a court to 


PF + 1. 


judge whether they had done right or wrong, and 


5 N Gab they ſhot on the roll till the Moderator 
Was choſen, and the Whole commiſſions referred 


to be reviſed by the e committee. 


| "wh vote for the Modergiar carried for our 
opponents by a majority of 27, a much greater 
majority than ever they had in any ſubſequent 
queſtion, which ſhows how difficult it was for 


them to keep their friends together, and no won- 


der, when men come up not from any liking to 
aſſembly buſineſs, but merely to ſerve pn 
purpoſes. The two firſt diets of _ buſineſs were 
{pent on the conſtitution of the court, and in 


judging of the validity of the conteſted commiſ- 


lions, one of theſe 85 in particular was the ſub- _ 
Ject of a long and warm debate, it was the com- 
miſſion of the burgh of Dumfries, the preſbytery 


had refuſed to atteſt it becauſe it did not appear 


to them that there was ſufficient evidence of the 


commiſſioners being qualified in terms of the acts 
of Aſſembly. The preſbyteries conduct was ſup- 
ported by a manly and ſpirited ſpeech from a very 
young member who perhaps had never opened his 
mouth in an aſſembly before, it carried however, 
to ſuſtain the commiſſion and to find that the 
preſbyteries conduct was injurious and unwarrant- 
ed both to the burgh and the commiſſioner, it was 


this laſt part of the ſentence that occaſioned the 


great length of the debate, and a ſtrong diſſent to 


de entered againſt it. The other diſputed com- 
miſſions were more eaſily ſuſtained, in reſpect of 
favourable circumſtances 1 in them, and that the 


friends of liberty were willing to wait the iſſue of 
the overture, to diſqualify elders for the future 
who ſhould be ordained in places where they had 
no intereſt or reſidence. i. Eu 


_ Many caſes of the ſettlement of miniſters came 

them. But by none of their deciſions, was the in- 
tereſt of religion greatly affected except by one, I 
mean the cauſe of Kinglaſſie in Fifeſhire. There 
was a preſentation ſupported by a number of non; 
reſiding heritors whilſt almoſt the whole elders 
and congregation reclaimed. This indeed was a 
trial of ftrength between the two parties, and the 
firſt that occurred during the ſitting of the Aſ- 
ſembly: each ſide exerted themſelves to the ut- 
moſt, and when it came to a qyeſtion it carried for 
the preſentee only by nine votes. See, my Friend, 


tereſt of religion was nearly concerned, how ſmall 
a matter would have turned the balance, one 
ſingle preſbytery repreſented by five or ſix mem- 
bers, taken from the one ſide and added to the 
other, was ſufficient for the purpoſe. This deci. 
ſion is not ſurely any ground of dejection but 
rather affords ample encouragement to continue 
the ſtruggle, in hopes of preventing ſuch deſtruc- 
tive meaſures altogether, Beſides, it is hard to 
ſay, when this ſettlement will take place, unleſs 
there ſhall happen a conſiderable alteration in the 
diſpoſitions of the people concerned. Preſbyteries 
are not now in the humour of executing ſentences 
carried by a ſmall majority of a General Aſſem- 
bly, when ſuch ſettlements would ſcatter whole 
. Congregations and our oponents dare not venture 


before this Aſſembly, and were determined by + 


what the boaſted majority came to, when the in- : 


to enforce them by pains and penalties. The de- 
poſition of Mr. Gilleſpie coſt them too dear to 
attempt ſuch a meaſure again; for it is more than 
probable, that one other inſtance of like ſeverity, 
_ would overſet them all altogether and bring about 
a total deſtruction of their influence, it is accord- 
ingly ſomewhat remarkable, that the preſent ad- 
miniſtration is fo feeble, that for five years paſt, 
they have not been able to pat out of court, a ſingle 
cauſe of a violent ſettlement where the preſbytery + 
was in oppoſition, Glendovan is dropt and will 
no more be heard of. St. Ninians continued ſtill 
unexecuted and probably would have remained fo, 
for years to come, had it not been made up by a 
happy compromiſe. RT 
Bur, my Friend, though the deciſion in the 
cauſe of Ringlaſſie was in the ſpirit of thoſe diſ- 
tructive meaſures that have been ſo long and juſtly, 
complained of, yet it was the only one that has 
ſtained the reputation of the laſt Aſſembly, I muſt _ 
now turn your attention to their proceedings in 
other 'cauſes of ſettlements which I Hope will 


„ 3 
The motion was accordingly gone into, and it 
ſeems the committee found their buſineſs ſo eaſy, 

that they finiſhed it at one meeting, for they were 
ready next morning to make their report, which 
was received and read, importing that the patron, 
preſbytery and all concerned had agreed on a plan, 
whereby Mr. Thomſon's ſettlement was to take 
effect on or before the 2oth of November next. 

The Aſſembly without heſitation, unanimouſly - 
approved of the report, and thereby 3 to 
the church a large and extenſive pariſh conſiſtin 
of more than 7000 ſouls, threatened to be cut o 
from it by a moſt violent ſettlement: this plan 
was underſtood to be this, that the pariſh is to be 
provided in an ordained aſſiſtant agreeable to them, 
whoſe ſettlement is to take place immediately, or 
ſoon after Mr. Thomſon's ; and here let it be ob- 
ſerved to the honour of the patron of St. Ninians, 
that in this compromiſe he acted in a manner that 
juſtly entitles him to the gratitude of this church 
and of every one that thinks the office of a miniſter 
is to inſtruct the congregation, and that a miniſter 
without a congregation is the moſt abſurd and 
pernicious ſoleciſm. r 


Tux cauſe of Aberfoill was decided in a manner 
that would have reflected honour upon any aſſem- 
bly in the pureſt times of our church, the patron 
of that pariſh had preſented a candidate who was 
totally ignorant of the Gallic 1 The peo- 
ple being Highlanders, were almoſt univerſally 
againſt him on that account: it is very obſerve- 
able, that through the influence of the noble pat- 
ron, the people of Abberfoill had been induced 
about forty years ago to accept of a miniſter who 


„ a 15 
had not the language ſo as to be able to preach in 
it; from that time till very lately had they labour- 
ed under this intolerable grievance. The preſby- 
tery of Dumblain too, from what motives T know _ 
not, had found and declared Aberfoill to be a 
Lowland or Engliſh pariſh. But the preſumption _ 
of its being a Highland pariſh appeared fo ſtrong. 
to the commiſſion of Aſſembly 1771, that they 
appointed the N of Dumblain, joined by 
two or three Highland miniſters from other preſ- 
byteries, to examine into the ſtate of the pariſh 
with reſpect to this fact, and report. Their report 
was laid before laſt Aſſembly, from which it evi- 
dently appeared, that Aberfoill was a Highland 
pariſh, and that a very inconſiderable number of 
them could receive any benefit by ordinances diſ- 
penced in the Engliſh language. But however 
clear this caſe was, the leaders of the court parry, 
ſtrongly ſupported the preſentee, and no doubt | 
expected their uſual backing ; but the juſtice of the 
Aſſembly prevailed over all their efforts: for when 
the queſtion was put, it carried by a majority of 
more than two.to one, to reject the preſentation 


« — 


and to find the preſentee unqualified, in regard 
he poſſeſſed not the Gallic language. i 
Tux leaders appeared thunder- ſtruck with this 
deciſion. It proved however, an inſtructive leſſon 
to them, for when a cauſe perfectly ſimilar to this; 
the ſettlement of Kirkhill in Roſsſhire came be- 
fore the commiſſion, fearing ſuch a defeat as they 
had experienced in the affair of Aberfoill, they 
took the lead in this queſtion and inſiſted as much 
as any for rejecting even a Royal Preſentation, and 
diſqualifying the preſentee, which accordingly was 
done unanimouſly, and without a vote. This was 
Wo > 


N 


a proof of their weakneſs. The want of Gallic they 
would have treated as lightly as they do the want 
of a call, if they had numbers to ſupport them. 


| - Sar then, my Friend, if the laſt Aſſembly has 

| not done ſome good things, and given the friends 
of liberty great encouragement to maintain the 
ſtruggle againſt unconſtitutional ſettlements. 


Bur I have ſomething further to preſent to your 
view, no countenance or protection was given b 
this Aſſembly to immoral clergymen, you well 
know what noiſe deciſions of this kind in former 
| Aſſemblies have made in every corner of this 
| church, and what grief of heart they have occa- 
ſioned to all the friends of religion; but the laſt 
Aſſembly were ſo far from adding to the affliction 
of good men from this cauſe, that they have con- 
tributed to their joy and conſolation. One cauſe 
of this kind fell under their conſideration. © The 
pariſh of Port-Patrick in Galloway, had libelled a 
_ preacher for groſs crimes, who had been preſented 
to be their miniſter. The preſbytery had found 
the libel relevant and proven, and in conſequence, | 
had unanimouſly deprived him of his licence: the 
defender had taken two appeals one from their 
- Judgment finding a relevancy, and another ffom 
their refuſal to give judgment in his cauſe, before 
the whole proof was concluded: the proof was 
publiſhed, conſiſting of more than ſeventy pages, 
and contained a ſcene of the blackeſt villiany : but 
in regard the defender had not preſented his ap- 
peals regularly, the Aſſembly without entering 
upon the cauſe, unanimouſly found the preſpyteries 
ſentence to, be final, and thus ſhut the door againſt 
that unhappy man and preveated his being obtruded 
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on any pariſh as their miniſter. Tack back, my 
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f 13 } 
Friend, to the cafes of Niſbet and Lyell, ſee how 
tong thoſe ſcandalous characters were protected, 
by ab branch of this party that has brought our 
church to ſuch diſgrace and danger. See the civit 


arm taking hold of the former, and baniſhing him 


the kingdom while yet he ſuſtained the character 


of a miniſter of the goſpel; you have not ſurely 
forgot the names of Mann, Darymple, Carſon, 


Stewart, and ſeveral others who all met with un- 


due protection from our ſupreme judicature. But 
now, how happy the alteration, and what is this 
ewing to, believe it my Friend, it is entirely owing - 


to the ſpirit which ſuch arbitrary and unconſtitu- 
tional meaſures has raiſed among the members ß 


the church; parties are now ſo balanced, that ſuch 


proceedings dare not be attempted, knowing that 


t would throw the majority to the other ſide. But 


if ever this ſpirit ſubſide and the friends of the 
conſtitution flacken their diligence, it requires but 
a ſmall ſhare of the ſpirit of prophecy to forſee, 
that the ſame meaſures will be revived and 4 


to the greateſt lengths. 


You will now expect to hear of the ſucceſs of 
the overtures concerning elders ordained in pariſhes 
—— they have no reſidence, and perhaps your 

xpeCtations are not very high from an Aſſembly 
where there was ſuch a majority, and a majority 


chiefly made up of elders of this ſtamp. Allow 


me then to acquaint you, that this overture which 
as I ſaid came from four ſynods and three preſby- 
teries, was remitted by the committee for over- 
tures,' to the conſideration of a ſmall ſub commit- 
tee, as the Moderator was not friendly to our views 
he took care to name very few of our friends ; 


however, one or two of our principal' men were 
upon it. In this ſub committee it was debated: 
Various were the opinions concerning it, a majo- 
rity were for dropping it altogether ; but at length 
a happy propoſal was made, in which they all 
agreed, that they ſhould overture to their conſti- 
tuents that complaints had been made of the irre- 
gular ordination of ſome elders, but that the mat- 
ter not being ſufficiently digeſted it was not yet 
ripe for an overture from the General Aſſembly, 
but that they ſhould remit this ſubject to the 2 
veral preſbyteries to be materially conſidered by 
them, and to report their opinion thereanent to the 
next Aſſembly. This was all that could be ex- 
| pected, and will have much the ſame effect with 
the tranſmiſſion of an overture concerning it, to 
this motion the Aſſembly unanimouſly agreed. 


* Wren I mention the committee of overtures, I 1 
cannot omit to inform you of a very curious and 
important motion that was made there. A bro- 
ther got up and told he had an overture to pro- 
poſe, and then read a pretty long paper, but as 
wie only heard it once, I cannot give you a diſtinct 
detail of it: however it was to this -purpole, 
_. Whereas ignorant and 1lliterate elders took upon 
them to judge of the trials of candidates for the 
miniſtry, ſome method ſhould be taken by the 
Aſſembly to prevent this evil. A feeble attempt 
was made to ſupport it, by two of the principal 
ſpeakers on the other ſide, one of whom had ſo 
much good ſenſe to object to the harſh and inde- 
cent terms of ignorant and literate elders, where- 
with it was introduced. But it was received with 
ſo much indignation by our friends as à direct at- 
tempt to alter and infringe our conſtitution, that 
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the member who propoſed it ſtood up again and 
withdrew his overture. Such was the fate ofß a 
Ppropoſal that cut deeper than any thing that was 
mentioned, during the ſitting of this Aſſembly: it 
Was eaſy to ſee that this motion was cliefly intend- 
ed as an introduction to other and more important 
alterations in the frame of our church policy; ve 
were no ſtrangers to the ſchemes that have been 
. Hatching in ſome parts of our country to make in- 
novations with reſpect to the ſubſcription of for- 
mulas and teſts of orthodoxy, and therefore it muſt 
be highly dangerous to looſe the ſmalleſt pin by * 
which our admired conſtitution is preſerved: in 
firmneſs and vigour. - WET 1 


I uus alſo take notice of another overture that 
came from the preſbytery of Perth, of very con- 
ſiderable importance to the intereſt of religion and 

the credit of the miniſterial character. The de- 

ſign of it was to obtain an act of Aſſembly to 

prevent ſtudents in divinity from flipping out of 
the kingdom and procuring a licence to preach 

the goſpel, from ſome ww 4 or ſmall ſociety of 
diſſenting miniſters in England, without proper 

certificates from the preſbyteries where they have 

their ordinary reſidence. The occaſion of this 
Overture, was an application of a young man to 

that preſbytery to be admitted a probationer in 
their bounds, on the production of a licence ſo 
obtained, the preſbytery refuſed to grant his de- 
fire, becauſe he could produce no certificate from 
any preſbytery, that he had ſtudied divinity. the 
uſual time, and was otherwiſe qualified to enter 
| on trials for preaching the goſpel. The commit-- 
tee paid great attention to this overture, it evi-  » 
dently appeared to them that the practice cm- 
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plaine] of was becoming very frequent; and had oi 
24 tendèncy to introduce among us ignorant and 


illiterate candidates for the miniſtry, and there - 
fore they agreed to overture to the Aſſembly, that 
they ſhould ſtrictly prohibit all ſtudents in divinity 5 
to go into England, or any other country with 2 
view to obtain a licence, without proper certificates 


from ſome preſbytery of this church, where they 
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were known, and to declare that every ſuch li- 
cence obtained on any other terms ſhall be void 
and null. This ſeaſonable and important over- 
ture the Aſſembly unanimouſly en of, en | 
paſſed into an act, | 


Thus, Sir, I have . to recollect hb | 
moſt material tranſactions of the Aſſembly 1772, 
I acknowledge they had ſeveral other cauſes before 
them, both with reſpect to ſettlements and other 


matters, but as their deciſions in thoſe cauſes were 


either not final, or the intereſt of religion were leſs 
affected by them, I did not chuſe to {well this let- 
ter any further, or give you the trouble of a detail 


of them, the whale I ſubmit to your judgment, 


with the concluſions to be drawn from ſuch pre- 
miſes, and have little reaſon to doubt but you will 
agree with me in opinion that the friends of our 
happy conſtitution have no cauſe of dejection from 
the proceeding of the laſt Aſſembly, but rather 
great encouragement. to unite their moſt vigorous 


_ endeavours and ſteadily to perſevere in ſupporting 


the good cauſe of. Religion and Liberty, whereby 
they will certainly keep in awe, if not finally over- 
come a party which otherwiſe, would IE 
overwhelm this church i in diſgrace and ruin, 
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